
PPPPeninsulaeninsulaeninsulaeninsula    PPPPapersapersapersapers    
Information and news for the communities of St Ishmaels, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Brides and Marloes. 

PPPPapurauapurauapurauapurau    PPPPenrhynenrhynenrhynenrhyn    
Gwybodaeth a newyddion am gymunedau St Ishmael’s, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Bride’s a Marloes. 

OCTOBER  NOVEMBER 2020 HYDREF TACHWEDD  



    

The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes, The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes,     
Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West     

    

    Parish PriestsParish PriestsParish PriestsParish Priests:  Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@btinternet.com  
 Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson 01646 636966  
 Postal Address:  The Vicarage, 172 Castle Way, Dale, Haverfordwest, SA62 3RN    
    Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452  gaynorford2846@btinternet.com        
    Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens        
    Dale:   Peter Morgan 636625 Harriet Bishop 636668 
 St Brides:  Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242 
 Marloes:   Yvonne Evans 636251 
      St Ishmaels:  Heather Phippen 636261 
 Walwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 
 Robeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693, Geoffrey Harries 01646 692736  
 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ----    Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  
                            Aenon Aenon Aenon Aenon ----    Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Pastor: Jon Brewer 01646 279343    
            sandyhillchapel@gmail.com  

LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS:  
Marloes Village StoreMarloes Village StoreMarloes Village StoreMarloes Village Store  and Post Office and Post Office and Post Office and Post Office 01646 636968 
Open: Monday 9-1, Tuesday to Saturday 9 - 4, and Sunday 9-12:30  
    

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
The Mobile Library service is currently suspended  
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 
Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) 
 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday: Thursday: Thursday: Thursday:  St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00  Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896 
719409 

mvhbookings@hotmail.com 

St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club: 
Sports Club:  01646 636444 or 
Claire Sheil  07768 968016  
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 

EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 



Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear All, 
  It is very strange to be writing this on a golden Septem-

ber afternoon for an issue which will see us all the way through to 
the run up to Christmas. It is even harder to write given that the 
Covid situation is changing so rapidly at present and each day seems 
to bring a new change to what we can do and where we can go and 
who we can meet when we get there. It is no surprise, therefore, if 
sometimes we feel anxious and confused. 

 When the glorious day (for me at least) came and services 
could be held again in one of the churches of the peninsula, I asked 
the people who attended what they had learned from their experi-
ence of the pandemic so far. 

 One said that they had learned to value home more and not 
to take this beautiful place where we live or their loved ones so 
much for granted. 

 Someone said that they had learned a healthier pace of life 
by being forced to stop and then prioritise what they did and where 
they could go. 

 Someone else said it had made them aware of their own vul-
nerability in a way they had not been before. That could be negative 
if it made them anxious or positive if it made them realistic and se-
rious about the things that are really important. 

 Many said how much they appreciated the cleaner air, the 
quieter roads, the care shown them by neighbours and friends. 

 Personally, I agree with all of that and I would add that I 
have been surprised by how much people have appreciated being 
prayed for and with at this time. So even though we have no idea 
what lies around the corner, I will keep on trying to meet it with 
faith, hope, love and above all, prayerfulness, 

 With our love and prayers, 

Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



                                         REMEMBRANCE DAY 

                                                           
As Acts of Remembrance take place outdoors they are able to go ahead if  

restrictions stay as they are at time of going to press.  
 

                                         ACTS of REMEMBRANCE 

                                     SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2020 

 

10.15 am War Memorial, St Peters Church Marloes led by Rev. Gaynor Ford 

11.00 am  Memorial Hall, St Ishmaels led by Rev. Mike Cottam 

11.00 am War Memorial, Dale Cemetery, led by Rev. Gaynor Ford. 

I just want to comment on the lovely personal reminiscence about Peter Dunn in the Au-
gust/September edition of Peninsular Papers. 
While I knew Peter was a great history buff and was always accompanied by his faithful 
Jack Russells, I had either forgotten, or had no idea, about him running a recording stu-
dio, his Powerful Pierre discos or working as an auctioneers clerk.  
I can certainly attest to Peter turning out to work on Christmas Day as he came to us one 
Christmas morning to finish off a job he had been working on the day before.  The job 
was definitely in the  house, and not our farm buildings,  and required the power to be 
switched off just when I was in the middle of cooking the turkey.  Lunch may have been 
served a little later that Christmas but a wonderful memory was created and just reading 
that this was typical of Peter brought that memory flooding back.   
The last time I saw Peter was towards the end of 2019 when he was in hospital having 
treatment at the same time as my now late husband.  They were both very ill and frail at 
the time but Peter was reading the biggest, heaviest book I have seen in a while and we 
enjoyed a good laugh together as we joked about how he had managed to carry it all the 
way from the car park to the ward.  Peter was certainly a 'one off' and will be missed and 
remembered by many. 
 

Celia Harries 

2 Robeston Hall 
Robeston West 



 

St. Brides & St. Peter’s Churches – October/November 2020 

 

Church Services – Please see the entry by the Rev. Gaynor Ford elsewhere in the newslet-
ter. 
 

Remembrance Service – This will be held at the War Memorial on Sunday 8th November 
commencing at 10.15am.  Prior to the service, a wreath will be laid within the Church in 
memory of the many Polish Airmen of 304 Squadron who died flying out of RAF Dale. 
During this year, the 75th Anniversaries of VE and VJ have been commemorated across the 
United Kingdom.   In this Community, we will remember the many men that fought in the 
2nd World War and thankfully returned, including Mr. George Thomas who at VJ Day was 
still a Japanese Prisoner of War, to be released many months later.  
We will also remember the three men who did not return:- 
Thomas Benjamin Griffiths R.M.   
Sidney Phillips RNR 

S. Morgan Merchant Navy 

Wreaths will be laid on behalf of the Community Council and the Church Council.  
Wreaths and memorial crosses can also be laid by family and friends in respect of all those 
listed on the War Memorial.   

“They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.” 

 

NB  For this year’s service, social distancing will need to be observed at all times.   
 

Churchyards -  The Church Council for both churches is grateful to Mr. Dave Pomfret for 
St. Peter’s,  and to Mr. Mark Gainfort for St. Brides that they have continued to undertake 
regular grass cutting of the yards through the spring and summer.  The churches are regret-
tably closed, but the tidiness of the Churchyards reflect well on the surrounding areas.   
 

Notice Board, St. Peter’s, Marloes -   The small board to the left of the single church gate is 
no longer fit for the purpose of advising when the next service or event will be held.  Is 
there a volunteer in the Community that could replace this board to a similar size?  Please 
contact the Warden, Yvonne Evans if you can help.    

Walwyns Castle Village Hall  

We are pleased to announce that Walwyns Castle Village Hall 

has re-opened for activities permitted following the Welsh 

Government’s current guidelines for COVID 19 . Regulations 

12 and 14 apply. All COVID 19 secure guidelines for a commu-

nity facility have been followed and put in place . This 

will be reviewed as guidance changes  

For more information or to hire the hall, please contact 

Jean on 01437 929813 or email wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com . 





 

B E A C H  H U T  C A F E - O P E N  F O R  T A K E A W A Y S  
9.30pm-3.00pm 

 

BREAKFAST - Bacon Sarnies, Croissants 

LUNCH Freshly made Sandwiches and toasties, Continental Bagels, Pasties 
and Sausage rolls (available all day)  

 

HOT & COLD DRINKS & HOMEMADE CAKES SERVED ALL DAY  
 

**ENTRANCE THROUGH THE BACK GATE** 

Card payments preferred and please maintain social distancing.  
Many Thanks, Stef, Paul and the team 01646 636968 

I have been visiting Dale for many years now (and will be for many more years to come), 
long before Paul and Steph owned the little Post Office/Shop in lovely Marloes.  
 
Lovely to see such good feedback to Paul & Stephanie in Peninsula Papers, well done to 
them and to the village for supporting the local business.  
 
But I would also like to thank the other businesses that have been operating fully through-
out the COVID19 lockdown in Wales, helping to keep us going during the grim days of 
March and April when every else seemed to be shut.  
 
There is a whole long list and I am bound to miss somebody out – but here goes. All the 
staff in the supermarkets, carrying out face-to-face roles with a smile. And how about the 
bin men? And staff in shops such as butchers, many of which have stayed open right 
through. And what about our lovely milkman, Paul, delivering to the doorstep without a 
break.  
 
And our local restaurants which turned into takeaway/delivery/cake/sweet shops, they 
looked so busy from their Facebook pages, delivering all over the place. Keep going guys it 
will all be worth it.  
 
Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to the local farmers who have kept going 
throughout this trying period, Trehill Farm, Winterton Farm, Broomhill Farm all these 
deserve credit getting up each and everyday to do their bit. Plus of course all the NHS staff 
including cleaners and porters, care workers, ambulance staff, police - these all deserve 
credit and our thanks.  
 
Based on an email from Jenny King. 



 

 

 

Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
 

Items under consideration at the August/
September meetings included the following:- 

Council Meetings – In August, the Council 
was only permitted to meet outdoors, and 
this occurred at Trehill Farm, Marloes.  Fol-
lowing a change in the regulations, the Coun-
cil was able to meet in Marloes Village Hall in 
September.  The Council is grateful to the 
Village Hall committee members who pre-
pared the paperwork to enable the Hall to 
meet Covid regulations, and to Mr.  Philip 
Griffiths who opened and closed the building 
on the night. At present, the Hall can only 
accommodate 9 people, with a fixed layout 
for tables and chairs.    

Community Matters – At the August 
meeting, members acknowledged the contri-
butions made by four community residents 
who had sadly died since the March meeting: 

Mr. Bill Ward – Retired Farmer and Former 
Councillor. 

Mrs. Vi Parsons – Former Councillor and 
Founder of the Welcome Club. 

Mr. Peter Dunn – Local electrician, and care-
taker for St. Brides Church. 

Mr. Fred Duffey – Retired Engineer, who for 
many years from 2006 had opened and 
closed the newly refurbished Clock Tower 
daily during the summer months. 

Suspicious Activity – Prior to the August 
Bank Holiday weekend, the Council was 
alerted to the possibility of an illegal encamp-
ment (rave) in the Dale Peninsula area.  PC 
Toohey had previously advised the Clerk that 
“there is a spontaneous event protocol in 
place, whereby there is monitoring of social 
media for any chatter/planning of raves and 
police response plans put in place according-
ly.”  In the event, there was a large event 

near Neath in the South Wales police area.  
Community residents should continue to be 
alert for any sign of suspicious activity and/or 
gathering of vehicles, and report them imme-
diately to Dyfed Powys police via the 101 
service.    

St. Brides Car Park – Community Council 
members and local residents had meet with 
Mr. James Parkin, PCNP and County Cllr. 
Reg Owens on the 17th July to discuss the 
ongoing problems of overnight parking and 
access to private properties.  Further signage 
was put in place as well as ongoing monitor-
ing.  Fines were issued.  The Council noted 
that the visitor use of this area had increased 
greatly this summer.  At times, there was 
overspill parking along the road to Windmill 
Park and beyond the entrance to St. Brides 
Castle. It was proposed to Cllr. Owens that 
PCNP should canvas communities in the au-
tumn so that ongoing problems can be identi-
fied and solutions sought by the 2021 season.    

Financial Matters - Payments of £40 to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office was ap-
proved, and all previous payments approved 
via e-mail were endorsed.  The current ac-
count balance on the 28th August was 
£4354.19p, with a repayment due for VAT of 
£593.80p.     

Audit 2019/2020  The August meeting had 
endorsed the appointment of Ms. Jackie 
Fussell as the Internal Auditor.  Audit papers 
had been circulated beforehand by the Clerk.  
The meeting noted various changes to No. 4 
and 8 Statements, and then approved the 
Accounting Statement and the Annual Gov-
ernance Statement. The Clerk and the Chair-
man signed as appropriate. Papers were sub-
mitted to the Grant Thornton, Auditors be-
fore the end of August, but there will be a 
delay in processing the accounts.    Further 
information will be received later on the pro-
cess of the exercising of electors rights to 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



view the Accounts.   

Community Works Grant – Speed 
Warning Sign – Since the last meeting, it has 
been agreed that Council members will 
meet County Council officers on Tuesday 
22nd September, to discuss where this sign 
should be erected along the 20mph stretch 
of roadway, and also be advised on the likely 
cost of the post.   Cllr. Jessop advised that 
the sign will come with a 6 year warranty – 
see further details of costs in the previous 
report.  The Clerk advised that the sign can 
be purchased through the County Council, 
the Community Council will then pay the 
10% contribution, and the sign will become 
their property.     

Planning Matter/Marloes Village Hall –  
NP/20/0415/LBA – Provision of solar panels 
to south facing slope (rear elevation) of Mar-
loes Village Hall.  Cllr. Richards declared an 
interest as one of the Hall Trustees.  Coun-
cil members noted that this application was 
for Listed Building consent.   Mrs. Caroline 
Walmsley, Hall Committee Chair advised 
that this would be beneficial for the Hall’s 
finances as well as providing a sustainable 
source of electricity.  The Council agreed 
that this enhanced the green credentials of 
the building. 

Recreation and Play Area – The Council 
has recently received the ROSPA Inspection 
Report on the play area from Mr. Mark Bur-
ton.  It was noted with grateful thanks, that 
action had been taken on the few matters 
needing attention.  Mr. Burton was thanked 
for undertaking the care of the Play Area 
alongside the Recreation Area.  It was good 
to see the area in use after all the months of 
lockdown, and the appearance is a credit to 
his diligence, and reflects well as a communi-
ty asset. 

Next Meetings - The next meetings are 
scheduled for Monday 12th October and Mon-
day 9th November, commencing at 7.30pm in 
Marloes Village Hall.  These arrangements are 
subject to there being no change in the Corona-
virus regulations. Please see notices displayed 
nearer to the time.  Community residents of 
Marloes & St. Brides are very welcome to at-
tend, and may speak at the invitation of the 
Chairman.   

See www.marloes.org.uk for further Com-
munity information;  minutes of the Com-
munity Council meetings after they are ap-
proved, and also previous copies of Peninsu-
la Papers (excluding adverts)  

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  

Dale WI 

 

On the 7th September the Dale WI held its first ever Com-

mittee Meeting at St Ishmaels Garden Centre in the Cafe 

and over tea, coffee and cakes we caught up on each  

other’s news and how everyone was coping in these 

strange times. 

 

A meeting is proposed for the 20th October at 2.30 at St. 

Ishmaels Garden Centre (subject to Covid 19 Rules not being changed) and any new mem-

bers wishing to join are most welcome, with fees from October to March being only £10.75 . 



PP postal subscriptions 

For those of you who receive your magazine in the post - your sub-

scription renewal date will be put back to take into account the 
months that you have missed.  

A message to Peninsula Papers Advertisers 

During the period April - July 2020 PP has not been printed, though there have been two 
on-line editions. These editions do not contain adverts.  

In order to compensate for this I shall be reducing next years advertising subscription to 
reflect the number of missed editions.    Editor 

It’s Grey Seal pupping time around our coasts - this picture was taken at the Deer 
Park by Vicky Tomlinson. Apart from some storms at the end of August and a cou-
ple of very high tides (7.8m in Milford Haven!) they have recently had excellent 
balmy weather.  
I’m afraid I can’t stand close enough to the edge to see the seals at the Deer Park 
but there is a bay on the south coast of the Marloes peninsula where you can look 
back towards the eastern end of the beach and see seals without vertigo! Best at 
low water, of course, when the pups move towards the sea  - at high tide they are 
all tucked up against the cliffs.           Rosemary Royle 



Church Services- All services are subject to Covid restrictions and these change fre-
quently so if in doubt, check 

Dale - church can be opened for private prayer by arrangement. 

Walwyn’s Castle and Robeston West 

October 4th Harvest 11am Walwyn’s Castle- There will be a collection of non-perishable 
foods for a local food bank and the opportunity to buy any non-perishable symbols of the 
Harvest brought, money to go to the food bank too. 

October 11th 11am Robeston West - Communion possibly followed by congregational 
meeting 

October 18th 11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion followed by congregational meeting 

October 25th 11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion 

November 1st  11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion- All Saints Day 

November 8th 11am Robeston West - Communion- Remembrance 

November 15th 11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion 

November 22nd 11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion 

November 22nd 11am Walwyn’s Castle - Communion - Advent Sunday 

 

St Peters, Marloes, St Brides, St Ishmaels Churches 

It is anticipated that church services will resume in October subject to an approved risk 
assessment and there being no change in Covid 19 restrictions. We will have to observe 
social distancing (2m) and wearing of face masks is mandatory. 

Could you book a place either with me or your warden as numbers are restricted. 

The services are 

11th October  - 9.30 am -  Marloes 

18th October- 11.00am – St Ishmaels 

25th October 11.00 am – St Brides                  

This pattern of services will continue in November apart from Remembrance Sunday No-
vember 8th when there only be the Act of Remembrance in Marloes at 10.15am         

Gaynor Ford -693452   Yvonne Evans 636251    Heather Phippen -636261  

Mary Lewis - 636430          



 

 

COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (CIO). 
 

It could be said we are in the process of creating history as we come to terms with 
these unsettling and uncertain times. How we all try and find ways to kick start life 
back to some semblance of normality may well be a CGSE question for generations 
not yet born - so bear that in mind! 
Meanwhile there are anniversaries of previous events which are passing almost un-
noticed. As we are having a double month issue this time it will cover Remem-
brance Day, a time to remember all those from our communities who went to two 
world wars and did not come back.  It is also worth recalling many who fought 
alongside us who did not come from these shores. In Marloes Church there is a 
plaque to 6 Polish airmen who lost their lives while at RAF Dale to name but a few. 
Members will be circulated as to any news of meetings or visits going forward as 
and when any are deemed able to take place.  
 
If you need any further clarification please contact Harriet (636668 ) or Yvonne 
(636251) 

FROG-GULL PATH: WHAT DO WE DO…? 

The Frog-Gull (Dale to Marloes) walking route was set up last year with the 
backing of both Dale and Marloes & St Brides Community Councils; it used ex-
isting rights of way and it had all necessary approvals from Pembrokeshire 
County Council and Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, including 
permission to fix logo route markers to gateposts etc.  The frog and gull logos 
were designed by children from Coastlands School, which was appropriate be-
cause one of the key aims of setting the route up was to show everyone a much 
safer and shorter pedestrian route between Dale and Marloes compared with 
using public roads. 

Unfortunately, a considerable number of frog and gull route markers have now 
disappeared - surely not the work of casual souvenir hunters because whoever 
took them would have needed a spanner or a special drill attachment. 

So - what do we do?  The route is potentially a great community asset; but it 
took a lot of effort to make and paint each marker, and one does wonder if 
there's any point in replacing markers if they are only going to disappear again. 

Rob Smith & Chris Jessop 

There is an interesting article in the on-line version of National Geographic 
about Pembrokeshire restaurants. It includes quite a long section on Run-
wayskiln.  
 
(The link to this article is extremely long so it  is easier to go to 
www.nationalgeographic.co.uk and search for Pembrokeshire Restaurants). 



Coronovirus reflections  
So we're into our 5th month of defeating COVID-19. These 
words made me laugh But there's a lot of truth mixed in to 
consider. . .  

1. So let me get this straight, there’s no cure for a virus that 
can be killed by sanitizer and hand soap?  

2. Is it too early to put up the Christmas tree yet? I have run 
out of things to do.  

3. When this virus thing is over, I still want some of you to 
stay away from me.  

4. If these last months have taught us anything, it’s that stu-
pidity travels faster than any virus on the planet.  

5. Just wait a second – so what you're telling me is that my 
chance of surviving all this is directly linked to the common 
sense of others? You’re kidding, right?  

6. If you believe all this will end and we will get back to nor-
mal just because we reopen everything, raise your hand. 
Now slap yourself with it.  

7. Another Saturday night in the house and I just realized the 
rubbish goes out more than me.  

8. Whoever decided a pub is more essential than a hair salon 
is obviously a bald-headed alcoholic.  

9. Remember when you were little and all your underwear 
had the days of the week on them. Those would be helpful 
right now.  

10. The spread of Covid-19 is based on two factors: 1. How 
dense the population is and 2. How dense the population is.  

11. Remember all those times when you wished the weekend 
would last forever? Well, wish granted. Happy now?  

12. It may take a village to raise a child, but I swear it’s go-
ing to take a whole vineyard to home school one.  

13. Did a big load of pyjamas so I would have enough clean 
work clothes for this week.  

 

(Thank you Jill Reynolds for sending these on from your US 
correspondent) 



This poem reflects the mixed feeling of many residents as holiday-
makers started to return to our special area during the summer. Ed.  

 
Plundered summer 
 
August, but autumn tip toes in. 
Lying in bed listening to the fog horn warning ships in the haven.  
Rain pattering on the windows.  
 
Dog is spooked by the creaks and blasts. He growls and prowls.  
Both on edge.  
Salvos of thunder roll in from the the sea. Sleep doesn’t come until three am.  
 
Shiny red hips amongst wild white roses. Glittering bunting of spiders webs. Fat blackber-
ries and plums ripen in honeysuckle hedgerows on the coastal path.  
 
Sweet golden wheels of hay stand in fields forming sculptural circles.  
A hay henge.  
Winters larder to feed the farm stock. 
 
Lightning crackles with silvery flashes. 
Gutters overflow and the lane bleeds red with Pembrokeshire soil.  
 
Defiant convoys of camper vans laden with stuff hopeful for fun on the coast roll in with 
the storm.  
Coddled and alienated from the physical world.  
 
Camp sites fully booked they randomly park at spectacular places. Leave mess and waste 
on the estuary and are caught in the act; contaminating the lovely oozy mudflats. Home to 
crabs, shrimps, and wading birds. 
 
Unease to stroll and swim on nearby beaches now. 
Spoiled sun bleached shells, driftwood and stones.  
Fury and sorrow for selfish ways. 
 
Enough degradation of our stunning home. Boulders now block access for defiling our 
shores. No more free overnight stays in our national park. Go back home to your urban 
ways.  
 
Did you smell the damp rich earth after the storm? Did you hear the oyster catchers call? 
Did you see the thrift and yellow vetch? Feel the sand beneath your feet?  
 
My summer wont be stolen by these ignorant invaders.  
I go to the secret places where few feet tread and nature shakes my hand. 
 
Helen August 2020 



 

 

 

The Old Stables Heritage  
Centre will be closed until  

further notice. 
If you have any queries please con-

tact  Harriet 636668 or Yvonne 

636251. 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

It has been brought to my notice that a very large scale Welsh energy infrastructure project 
is being planned which could have serious implications for this peninsula.  The graphic pro-
duced by the promoters of the South Wales Industrial Cluster (www.swic.cymru) shows a 
massive pipeline running through our community from east to west and out to sea.  While 
there is a disclaimer re the specifics of the graphic, the general intention seems clear enough. 

The pipeline would be part of a carbon capture system starting the far side of Newport 
(Gwent), taking carbon dioxide from fossil-fuelled industries up country and pumping it off-
shore at high pressure for Celtic Sea underground disposal: the graphic shows a drilling facili-
ty somewhere near the Smalls. 

This project appears to be gaining considerable momentum, yet I, who try to keep a close 
eye on things ecological had not picked up any news about it.  I wonder, who is going to be 
consulted, and when?  It would mean considerable disturbance, to say the least, were the 
pipeline to be put through St Ishmaels and Marloes. And let’s not forget, carbon dioxide can 

be a very 
dangerous 
gas.  

Something to 
keep an eye 
on, I think. 
    

Andrew John-
son 



Birdwatcher? Birder? Twitcher? 

Many people assume these terms are more-or-less interchangeable but they’re not. Let’s get 
this straight. Most birdwatchers (or birders) are not twitchers. At least, not most of the 
time.  

I found this reasonable definition on the web. “A twitcher is someone who will go to great 
lengths to view a new bird species. For some twitchers their pursuit can turn into an ob-
session and can involve extensive travel, dedicated monitoring of birding hotspots and net-
working with other twitchers”. 

The bit that’s missing from this definition is that it is all to do with lists. A twitcher will NOT 
go to great lengths to a view any old new bird species - it depends where it is.  They want to 
be able to add the birds to one or more important (and competitive) lists. These are usually 
the UK List (the current highest total is 558), the Palearctic List, the County List and of 
course the Year list.  

It’s all to do with the fact that Britain does not have many breeding species or wintering spe-
cies. It is not difficult to see all of these during a year, with a bit of travelling. What it does 
have is a huge number of passage migrants and rarities and this is due to its position on the 
edge of Europe. Birds pass through on the way to and from their northern breeding grounds 
and some of these are quite rare. Even rarer are birds blown across the Atlantic and birds 
from Siberia which have just flown in the wrong direction. (Which they do – we regularly get 
Yellow-browed Warblers in Dale and they really should not be here.) So what twitchers 
need to do is to make sure they see a new species as soon as it arrives in case it soon disap-
pears (very likely) and even worse, another one never turns up. This is what motivated the 
well-publicised mad dashes to Shetland to see a Red-winged Blackbird, which is a an ex-
tremely common bird in America. (It could have been cheaper to fly to America than charter 
a flight to the Shetlands but that is not the point!). To miss a bird which appears for the first 
time in the UK is an experience close to hell for a twitcher.  

So what, then, is a birder? Roughly speaking, anyone who is serious about birds, and for ex-
ample, can recognise songs and calls, maybe understands moult and can identify rare birds. 
They often spend a lot of time in the field looking for birds and they try to find their own 
rarities. They may do BTO surveys or bird ringing.  Many twitchers are also birders but re-
grettably not all. 

And then there are birdwatchers. If you can identify the birds in your garden then you are a 
birdwatcher. If you are interested in birds doing their thing and watching how they behave, 
and you like going to places where there are lots of interesting birds then you are a bird-
watcher. If you carry binoculars when you are out on a walk then you are a probably a bird-
watcher (or butterfly watcher perhaps).  

So  what am I? Well I reckon most of the time when I’m at home in Pembrokeshire I am 
mostly a birdwatcher, with the odd burst of birder activity. Sometimes I might do a tiny 
twitch – for example, down to the Gann to see a Baird’s Sandpiper, a bird which was not on 
my UK or Pembs list. But when we are on holiday we are full-throttle birders with lists and 
targets and sound recordings and spending long days in the field.   

PS These are my definitions – I may have got it wrong – if I have then there are several bird-
ers amongst our readership who can correct me! 

Rosemary Royle 



 

Pembrokeshire’s most famous rarity – a Moussier’s Redstart 

at Dinas Head in April 1988, a very smart bird (the breast is 
bright orange) and the only one ever recorded in the UK. It 

was not the subject of a twitch as shortly after detection it 

disappeared and could not be relocated. The lucky 5 who 

saw it could feel very smug! 

DALE	AMATEUR	DRAMATIC	SOCIETY	

 

Back in March when we postponed our show until November 2020, it 

seemed reasonable to hope that COVID 19 would by then be under control; 

but things have played out differently.  We have decided, therefore, to put on 

hold all plans for a DADS stage show.  In the meantime we want to help 

maintain the Peninsula’s creativity, so the DADS Summer Project has now 

been extended to become our Winter 2020 Project.  We aim to produce a 

video telling the story of the wreck of the Albion, working in conjunction 

with the History Group and Coastlands School: knowing we must learn new 

skills whilst observing the fast-changing rules about social distancing, we are 

not setting ourselves any deadlines; but, rest assured, considerable work has 

already been done and much interesting material gathered. 

Chris Jessop  Anne Meeke 
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A	HARVEST	REMINDER		

1st	August	2020	

	

Do not get grumbly at the greeding combine, 

Though that so long it waf4les chaffy dust 

All down the clifftop path and oe'r the beach 

And, roarloud with blueing dieselguzzle, 

Cringes nimby walkers 

Eyeblink red and headjerk sneezy. 

 

This yellowshuddering leviathan 

Which unchallengable tyres the lane from verge to vetchpretty verge, 

Annoying the arrogant overengined Audi 

And ranting to redface right-wing splutter the having-to-reverse Range 

Rover: 

Implacable, its intent on gathering bellyfuls of grain 

So you, in your turn, all next year, might do the same. 

  

©	Christopher	Jessop	2020 

House Wanted 

Dale, Marloes or Tish  
 

We’re looking for a 2+ bedroom house to be a full-time home 

Cash buyers - no chain 

Plan B is a long-term let for 12-18 months 
 

If you know of anything suitable please contact us on 07752 897583 
 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ADVERTS IN THIS PUBLICATION MAY NOT 
BE UP-TO-DATE REGARDING THE COVID-19 SITUATION.  

 

Many establishments are open, some are closed, and some are operating in a 
different way. Please use the contact details to check the situation.  



OspreysOspreysOspreysOspreys        
  
In October 2014 I wrote the following in Peninsula Papers: 
 
“A treat for observers at the Gann recently has been the presence of anOsprey. 
First sightings were at the end of August and it was seen regularly through the first 
three weeks of September. Some observers have been lucky enough to see the 
osprey catch a fish, but there also seem to be a number of unsuccessful attempts! 
The bird is often mobbed by crows or gulls who do not seem to recognise that it 
presents no threat to them.  
  
The Gann osprey has a blue leg ring on its left leg - this means that it is a Scottish 

osprey. Unfortunately no-one has yet been able to read the numbers, which would tell us exactly 
who it is.  
  
I initially thought that this osprey was a wandering 2 or 3-year old bird; these birds spend the sum-
mer visiting suitable locations where they might set up a breeding territory in the future. We know 
from experiences with the Dyfi ospreys (www.dyfiospreyproject.com) that settled pairs suffer much 
intrusion and competition from young birds on the look out for a suitable nest site with good fishing 
nearby.  
  
However, with better views and pictures it appears that the 
Gann osprey is a  juveniles - that is, a youngster from this 
year’s breeding season. This is surprising. Tracking studies 
have indicated that once an osprey decides to migrate, it trav-
els quickly, resting only when absolutely necessary, arriving in 
West Africa in as little as two weeks. And it was generally 
thought that juveniles do not start to fish for themselves until 
they arrive on their wintering sites. So our Gann osprey, linger-
ing for several weeks and successfully (sometimes!) fishing, 
seem to be going against the current received wisdom.  
  
Perhaps, as a result of these visits, in a few years time we will 
have breeding ospreys at the Gann or perhaps further up the 
Cleddau - there is good fishing and there are suitable trees for 
a nest site. So far, in the UK, they have not bred in sites with 
so much human disturbance, but they do in other countries. 
So here's crossing our fingers!” 
 
Well almost exactly the same thing has happened this year, the main difference being that 
this time the blue leg ring has been photographed (422) and this tells us that this is a juve-
nile bird from a nest in Elgin in Scotland. The bird has been appearing quite regularly, often 
about lunchtime and has been attracting quite a crowd (well, 20 people and several big 
lenses!) It seems that the habit of a long stay somewhere on the migration route but quite 
close to home is becoming more common – the youngest bird from the Dyfi nest has been 
hanging around the Truro river in Cornwall for several weeks.  

 Rosemary Royle 

Picture courtesy of Craig Nicoll 
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